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Calculated  on  an  estimated  population  of  3472  at  Midsummer, 
the  birth-rate  was  44  0  and  the  death-rate  22'7  per  thousand.  The 
death-rate  in  the  ten  preceding  years  was  16‘7.  The  death-rate 
from  preventable  causes,  including  Diarrhoea,  was  4'0  per  thousand, 
whilst  in  the  ten  preceding  years  it  was  2 '3.  The  deaths  of  infants 
under  a  year  old  per  1000  births  registered  were  201 '5.  The  salient 
features  of  these  figures  are,  that  the  birth-rate  was  extremely 
high  ;  the  death-rate  from  general  causes  was  higher  in  only  four 
years  since  1872  ;  the  death-rate  from  Zymotic  diseases  was  higher 
in  only  six  years  since  1872  and  the  infantile  mortality  was  enormous. 

The  number  of  houses,  as  shewn  by  the  house  to  house  inspec¬ 
tion  book,  was  674  of  which  8  were  void.  The  average  occupants 
of  each  house  was  therefore  five.  One  house  was  closed  after  Notice 
as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Of  preventable  diseases  there  came  to  my  knowledge  1  case 
each  of  Diphtheria  and  Erysipelas,  8  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  136 
of  Measles,  68  of  Whooping  Cough,  9  of  Diarrhesa,  8  of  Chicken 
Pox  and  2  of  Influenza.  Of  these  14  were  fatal.  Every  effort 
was  made  to  prevent  the  spread  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever 
and  I  think  it  may  be  said  with  fair  success,  considering  that  there 
was  no  Isolation  Hospital  and  that  only  six  houses  were  infected  at 
intervals  of  many  weeks.  The  first  reported  cases  of  Measles  were 
on  May  31st.  In  June  the  Scholars  of  the  Board  Schools  were 
attacked;  in  July  those  of  the  Wesleyan  Schools;  and  later  on 
until  November  the  disease  was  prevalent  among  the  children  at¬ 
tending  Holy  Trinity  Schools.  On  July  12th,  acting  on  my  advice, 
the  Council  closed  the  Wesleyan  Schools  for  a  period  of  six  weeks, 
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and  on  the  same  day  I  advised  the  Secretary  of  the  Sunday  Schools 
that  it  was  desirable  to  close  them  for  a  like  period  and  suggested 
that  a  contemplated  Children’s  treat  should  be  postponed.  Printed 
instructions  as  to  the  management  of  Measles  were  circulated,  but 
in  addition  to  the  fact  that  ^leasles  is  contagions  before  the  disease 
can  be  determined  by  the  characteristic  rash,  it  is  well  known  there 
is  considerable  diflBcnlty  in  inducing  parents  to  keep  those  attacked 
with  the  disease  indoors  a  snflRcient  length  of  time  for  the  contagion 
to  die.  With  these  causes  in  operation,  it  is  practically  certain  the 
Jubilee  festivities  assisted  the  rapid  spread  of  the  disease.  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough  prevailed  in  November  and  December,  whilst  although 
the  figures  in  Table  B  do  not  indicate  any  great  prevalence  of 
Diarrhoea,  I  am  reliably  informed  that  in  the  month  of  August, 
in  consequence  of  excessive  heat  causing  putrefactive  changes  in 
food  and  noxious  emanations  from  filth-saturated  soil  near  to  dwell¬ 
ings,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  this  complaint,  and  the  death  records 
for  the  month  shewing  catarrhal  affections  of  the  intestines  clearly 
indicate  that  this  was  so,  although  Diarrhoea  in  several  instances 
was  not  the  primary  cause  registered.  A  careful  perusal  of  the 
fore-going  facts  will  explain  the  excessive  infantile  mortality  this 
year,  especially  if  the  relatively  large  number  of  infants  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  population  bo  borne  in  mind  as  compared  with  the  smaller 
number  in  so-called  residential  localities.  It  will  be  observed  no 
case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  reported  throughout  the  year. 

Sickness  from  general  causes  was  considembly  over  the  average 
in  August  and  December,  whilst  in  the  remainder  of  the  year  it 
was  not  unusual. 

The  improvement  in  the  quantity  of  water  supplied  through 
the  Corporation  mains,  noted  in  the  Annual  Report  for  189G,  con¬ 
tinued  through  1897:  Four  samples  of  well-water  were  examined 
and  pronounced  unfit  to  drink.  I  am  informed  that  in  these  four 
cases  and  in  two  others  where  there  is  no  water-supply,  tap-water 
is  about  to  be  laid  on. 

In  accordance  with  my  suggestion,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
visited  every  premises  in  the  district.  A  summary  of  his  work  is 
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appended.  He  reports  that  the  sanitary  conveniences  are  in  good 
repair  and  that  the  removal  of  excrement  has  been  satisfactorily 
done  by  the  Contractor.  Open  ashpits  and  privy  cesspits  remain 
as  in  former  years. 

No  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  provision  of  an 
Isolation  Hospital  ora  Disinfecting  Apparatus,  and  no  information 
has  been  received  by  me  that  the  Council  are  in  the  immediate 
future  about  to  adopt  any  scheme  of  deep  sewerage — all  of  which 
are  greatly  needed. 

There  are  many  sections  of  Part  3  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act  1890,  which  would  be  useful  now  or  in  the  near 
future  to  Short  Heath.  I  therefore  advise  the  adoption  of  the 
whole  of  Part  3.  Such  of  the  sections  as  would  have  no  imme¬ 
diate  bearing  would  be  already  in  force  when  the  Sanitary  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  District  change.  The  adoption  must  be  by  resolution 
in  accordance  with  Part  1,  Sections  2,  3  and  4. 

The  bye-laws  relating  to  Nuisances  adopted  in  1895  have  been 
of  groat  use  to  your  Officers.  Under  bye-law  10  an  abominable 
nuisance  was  quickly  abated,  by  causing  the  Farmer  under  threat 
of  prosecution  to  plough  in  filth  from  cesspits  deposited  on  agri¬ 
cultural  land,  near  to  houses  and  adjoining  a  public  road.  The 
slaughter-houses  are  about  to  be  registered.  There  are  no  common 
lodging  houses  in  the  District. 

There  is  nothing  calling  for  special  comment  regarding  Work¬ 
shops  and  Factories,  except  that  in  the  locality  of  which  Short 
Heath  forms  a  part  trade  was  good  and  the  employment  of 
Children  and  Toung  Persons  therefore  much  sought  for.  In  the 
entire  locality  993  were  examined  as  to  fitness  for  employment  in 
Factories,  and  of  these  over  nine  per  cent,  were  rejected  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  physical  unfitness  or  insufficient  education — rejections 
of  Children  being  decidedly  more  numerous  than  of  Young  Persons. 

The  introduction  of  Gas  is  necessary  to  develop  the  industries 
of  the  District,  thus  to  increase  commercial  prosperity.  Prosperity 
favours  good  health.  Considering  that  the  Willenhall  Gasometers 
are  within  the  District,  this  ought  to  be  easily  accomplished. 
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The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  I  have  frequently  urged 
as  a  real  necessity — but  it  is  not  yet  in  force. 

As  the  births  registered  in  1896  were  136  and  in  1897  were  153, 
whilst  the  children  who  died  under  a  year  old  in  the  same  years 
were  respectively  14  and  33,  and  the  children  vaccinated  43  and  68, 
it  follows  there  has  been  great  neglect  of  a  public  duty  on  the  part 
of  many  parents  by  their  failure  to  have  their  children  vaccinated, 
and  on  the  part  of  the  legally  constituted  Authority  whose  plain 
duty  it  is  to  enforce  the  Vaccination  Acts.  Such  apathy  is  dis¬ 
couraging  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  their  efforts  to  promote 
the  public  health,  and  such  neglect  is  bound  in  due  time  to  be 
followed  by  another  epidemic  of  Small  Pox  and  all  the  scare,  the 
misery  and  the  financial  stress  which  follow  in  the  trail  of  so  dread¬ 
ful  a  scourge. 

Tables  are  appended,  as  required  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  County  Council.  The  Clerk  of  the  Wolverhampton 
Union  states  that  he  is  unable  to  give  me  particulars  of  the  deaths 
of  Short  Heath  people  in  the  Union  House,  hence  Table  A  is  in¬ 
complete.  One  year  with  another  they  would  lie  much  less  than 
one  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

The  estimated  population  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  3489. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  T.  HARTILL, 


Willenhall, 

January  17th,  1898 


M.  O.  H. 
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TABLE  A. 

Shewing  the  Deaths  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages,  dc. 


At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

One 

Year. 

One  and 
under 
Five. 

Five  and 

under 

15 

Fifteen 

and  under 
25. 

Twenty-five 

and  under 
65. 

Sixty -five 

and 

upwards. 

79 

33 

19 

1 

1 

11 

14 

DEATHS. 


Under  5. 

Over  5. 

From  Scarlet  Fever 

1 

„  Diphtheria 

1 

,,  Measles 

5 

„  Whooping  Cough  . . 

5 

„  Diarrhoea  . . 

1 

1 

,,  Consumption 

4 

1 

,,  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  &  Pleurisy 

9 

3 

„  Heart  Disease 

2 

»  Injury  . 

„  Small  Pox,  Membranous  Croup  ; 
Typhus,  Typhoid,  Continued,  1 

1 

Kelapsing  and  Puerperal  F evers ;  > 
Cholera,  Erysipelas  and  ( 

Kheumatic  Fever  . .  ' 

0 

0 

„  All  other  Diseases 

25 

20 

Total 

52 

27 

Deaths  ;  Males  45  "I  Total  79  ;  equal  to  a  Death-rate  of  22  7 
„  ;  Females  34  J  per  thousand. 


Births ;  Males  82  1  Total  153 ;  equal  to  a  Birth-rate  of  44  0 
„  ;  Females  71  J  per  thousand. 


Population  Census  1891  . .  2514. 

,,  Midsummer  1897  . .  3472. 


Deaths  in  Union  House,  Wolverhampton,  from  the  District.  ? 


Area  in  Acres  1063. 


TABLE  B. 


Shewing  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  and  Deaths  therefrom,  dc. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths. 

Infected 

Houses. 

Under  6. 

Over  5. 

Under  5. 

Over  5. 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

1 

5 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Measles 

94 

42 

5 

84 

Whooping  Cough 

40 

28 

5 

35 

Diarrhoea.. 

m 

i 

2 

' 

1 

9 

Chicken  Pox 

4 

4 

5 

Influenza  . . 

2 

1 

The  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  is  not 

Compulsory. 


Death-rate  from  preventable  causes,  including 
Diarrhoea,  4  0  per  thousand. 
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TABLE  C. 

Summary  of  Work  by  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Houses  Inspected 
Scliools  ,, 

Dairies  ,,  thrice 

Cowsheds  ,,  thrice 

Bakehouse  ,,  thrice 

Slaughter-houses  Inspected  tlirice  ... 

Ashpits,  privies,  and  pigsties  Inspected 
Informal  Notices  to  abate  foul  condition  of  dwelling- 
house 

Abatement  after  Notice 

Informal  Notice  that  Dwelling-house  was  unfit  for  ' 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  _ 

House  closed  after  Notice 
Informal  Notice  to  abate  overcrowding 
Abatement  after  Notice 

Informal  Notices  to  abate  Nuisances  from  Ashpits,  ' 
privies,  and  deposits  of  manure  ..  ...  ... 

Abatement  after  Notice... 

Informal  Notice  to  abate  Nuisance  from  pigstye  ... 

Abatement  after  Notice... 

Informal  Notices  to  abate  other  Nuisances 
Abatement  after  Notice... 

Formal  Notice  by  Authority  to  abate  other  Nuisances 
Abatement  after  Notice 

Formal  Notices  by  Authority  to  provide  proper  ] 
Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  J 

Supply  promised  but  not  yet  provided 
Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

School  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 


674 

3 

7 

7 

1 

3 
all 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

1 

1 

5 

5 
1 
1 

6 

6 

4 
4 
1 


